[image: ]


Biodiversity Fund open 
for Ipswich and Somerset Region land managers
 
A key element of the Federal Labor Government’s strategy to cut carbon pollution and secure a clean energy future has started.
 
Federal Member for Blair, Shayne Neumann welcomed the opportunity for local land managers to apply for funding the first round of the Biodiversity Fund ‑ a key component of the Government’s Clean Energy Future Land Sector Package. 
 
“I would encourage local groups to apply for the Biodiversity Fund, which is the first step in delivering support to help Australia’s land managers increase carbon storage and enhance biodiversity on the land,” Mr Neumann said.
 
“This Fund is just one of the ways in which the Government is providing practical support to Australia’s land managers to make the transition to a clean energy future.”
 
$30 million will be allocated to activities this financial year as part of the first round of the Biodiversity Fund to help land managers to store carbon, enhance biodiversity and increase resilience across the Australian landscape.
 
Mr Neumann said the Biodiversity Fund will invest in three main areas:
 
1. Biodiverse plantings
0. Funding will help land managers expand native habitat on their property through planting mixed vegetation species appropriate to their region.  This will help build landscape resilience and connectivity.
1. Protecting and enhancing exiting native vegetation
1. Funding will support land managers to protect, manage and enhance high conservation value native vegetation on their land for its carbon storage and biodiversity benefits.
1. Managing threats to biodiversity
2. Funding will support land managers to control the threat of invasive pests and weeds.
 
“The Biodiversity Fund will complement other Australian Government initiatives including the Carbon Farming Initiative and Caring for our Country to achieve a healthier, more productive and more sustainable Australia,” he said.
 
Applications will close 5pm AEDT Tuesday 31 January 2012 .
 
For more information about the Biodiversity Fund or to access the program guidelines, visit www.environment.gov.au/cleanenergyfuture or call the information line on 1800 008 678.
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