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Tackling Problem Gambling
 
 
24 January, 2012
 
 
Federal member for Blair, Shayne Neumann has welcomed the Government’s announcement that it will move ahead with a clear plan to tackle problem gambling in Australia.

“Problem gambling ruins lives and tears families apart. I see the effects right here in Ipswich and the Somerset Region and I’m proud to be part of a Government that is taking action to reduce the harm caused by problem gambling,” Mr Neumann said.  

The Government will help problem gamblers with a staged, evidence-based pathway to mandatory pre-commitment for poker machines, as well as taking action on online gambling and sports betting.

The Government’s plan will see pre-commitment technology on poker machines around the country by the end of 2016, with more time for smaller venues. This will put the infrastructure in place for mandatory pre-commitment.

The Government will be ready to flick the switch to a best-practice mandatory pre-commitment system, if the results of a large scale trial support it.

The Government has made an offer to clubs in the ACT to participate in a 12 month trial of mandatory pre-commitment technology, beginning in February 2013. A trial was recommended by the Productivity Commission and its findings will be independently evaluated.

Mr Neumann said the trial would build the evidence base for mandatory pre-commitment.

[bookmark: _GoBack]“I strongly support a trial of mandatory pre-commitment to help us see what works and what doesn’t.

“It’s essential that we do this right, and of course a trial will take time.”
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The Government will also give smaller pubs and clubs more time to get ready for pre-commitment. Small venues with between 11 and 20 poker machines will have an extra four years to implement these changes. Very small venues, with 10 poker machines or less, will be able to implement these changes as they replace their poker machines over their normal replacement cycle.

“My small pubs and clubs have told me they don’t upgrade their machines as often as the bigger venues in the cities, so we’re making sure they have more time to make these changes. 

Legislation will be introduced into the parliament in the coming session to put the Government’s plan into effect. 

“Our clubs are at the heart of our community, and I’m looking forward to working local clubs to deliver genuine, long-lasting reforms to help local problem gamblers and their families.”
 
 
Shayne Neumann MP
Federal Member for Blair
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