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Seniors to stay connected
 
 
18 January, 2012
 
 
Local Seniors will continue to enjoy broadband access through SeniorNet Ipswich, which was chosen by the Federal Government to host the Broadband for Seniors program for another two years.

Federal member for Blair, Shayne Neumann today joined SeniorNet members who demonstrated the services on offer for Ipswich residents.

“Broadband for Seniors kiosks allow older Australians living in Ipswich to stay connected through broadband internet,” Mr Neumann said.

“These kiosks provide senior Australians with free broadband access, free computer training and access to up-to-date technology like web cameras, so they can better keep in touch with family and friends.”

Following the previous success of Broadband for Seniors program SeniorNet Ipswich has been chosen to host the program for a further two years.

SeniorNet Ipswich Coordinator, Colleen Freeman said that about 150 seniors have successfully completed the basic lessons provided by volunteer trainers who are members of SeniorNet Ipswich. 

“Many of these trainees have gone on to join SeniorNet where they can undertake further training in a variety of courses and workshops,” Mrs Freeman said.

“The Broadband for Seniors initiative has helped increase the confidence and skills of older Australians in using computers and the internet.

“We’re here to help build their community participation and social inclusion while addressing the issue of older Australians feeling isolated and left behind in a technological age,” she said.

Mr Neumann said the SeniorNet received over $7,500 from the Federal Government to establish the Ipswich kiosk.

“With the new hosting agreement in place SeniorNet can continue to provide these services for another two years,” he said.

“It will also ensure that the Ipswich kiosk continues to run with the help of volunteer staff, who are doing a commendable job and having a great impact.

“The Federal Labor Government is committed to ensuring all Australians can benefit from the digital economy and that is why the Government is building the National Broadband Network to deliver affordable, high speed and reliable broadband to all Australian homes, businesses, schools and hospitals.

“As the National Broadband Network is rolled out, kiosks will be connected to it delivering high speed internet connection for senior Australians,” Mr Neumann said.

The Minister for Families, Community Services and Indigenous Affairs, Jenny Macklin congratulated SeniorNet Ipswich for providing a quality service for Ipswich seniors.

“The SeniorNet Ipswich kiosk plays a really important role in Ipswich by helping older residents keep in touch with loved ones and stay informed,” Ms Macklin said.

“This kiosk and the 2,000 like it across Australia give seniors the confidence and support to get online and stay connected to their community.”

The SeniorNet Ipswich kiosk is located at the W. G. Hayden Humanities Building, on the corner of South and Nicholas Streets in Ipswich.

Seniors interested in learning more about computers and modern communication skills can contact SeniorNet on 3281 4414.
 
 
Shayne Neumann MP
Federal Member for Blair
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