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New Year Statement
 
 
1 January, 2012
 
 
Building the National Disability Insurance Scheme is one of the Federal Labor Government’s key objectives in 2012.
 
The NDIS is something I am particularly passionate about, having met so many inspirational people in Ipswich and the Somerset Region who live with disability. I have been touched by the stories of so many families who care for loved ones living with disability. 
 
In November I was pleased to see the Prime Minister reaffirm the Federal Labor Government’s commitment to the NDIS:
 
The decision I announced in August is a not just a preliminary hint or an aspiration.
It is the green light for a National Disability Insurance Scheme in this country.
The time for words is over. The time for action has come. We will get this thing done.
 
Just six months ago, people with disability, their families and carers had a hope that we could move forward together, toward an NDIS that would give them confidence they’ll get the care and support they need to participate in their communities and in work.
 
Today, we have more than hope. We have action.
 
We have a long way to go, and we all have a lot of work ahead of us as we build an NDIS over the next few years.
 
This year, we will work with state and territory colleagues, with people with disability, their carers and advocates and those who work to care for them on the practical tasks of laying the foundations for an NDIS. We will establish a Commonwealth agency to lead the work for us.
 
We have started work on implementing the National Disability Strategy, which will commit all governments to a nationwide approach to improving the lives of people with disability and create a more equal society. It sets out a 10-year national plan for reform, focusing on better inclusion for people with disabilities.
 
In an international first, we will celebrate the inaugural World Down Syndrome Day on March 21. The day has been designated as an annual United National Observance day from this year.
 
Down Syndrome is a genetic condition which affects about one in 800 births worldwide. The national day will further understanding of the condition. Celebrating World Down Syndrome Day will be an invaluable way of recognising the contribution people with Down Syndrome make to the community.
 
In 2012, I reaffirm my commitment to making the lives of people with disability easier through a more inclusive society.
 
For more information about the National Disability Insurance Scheme, and to receive regular updates, I encourage you to visit www.ndis.gov.au 
 
Shayne Neumann MP
Federal Member for Blair
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