[image: ]


Neumann welcomes new citizens on Australia Day 
 
 
26 January, 2012
 
 
Federal Member for Blair, Shayne Neumann today welcomed 125 people who are becoming citizens in local ceremonies as part of Australia Day celebrations.

Ipswich will welcome 114 people from over 30 countries, while the Somerset Region will welcome 11 new citizens from seven countries in ceremonies in Ipswich, Rosewood and Esk.

“I would like to personally welcome Ipswich and the Somerset Region’s newest citizens and wish them well as they make the pledge to officially join the Australian family,” he said. 

“Becoming an Australian citizen is a significant step that shows commitment and loyalty to this great nation.

“Australia Day provides an opportunity for all Australians to reflect on what it is to be Australian and the privileges and responsibilities of Australian citizenship and affirm their commitment to Australia by making the Australian citizenship affirmation.

“I encourage residents in our community to join in their local Australia Day celebrations to recognise all that is great about our nation.”

Queensland will welcome the most new citizens of any state, with 3,850 people from 114 countries becoming citizens in 73 ceremonies across the state. 

The oldest conferee is 85 years old and the youngest is one.

Australia Day is the most popular day of the year to become a citizen, with around 13,700 people from 144 countries attending 365 special ceremonies across Australia today.  

More than four million people from 200 countries have chosen to become Australian citizens since the first citizenship ceremony in 1949, including more than one million in the past decade and close to 100,000 in the past year.

PLEDGE OF COMMITMENT (MADE BY NEW CITIZENS)

From this time forward (under God),
I pledge my loyalty to Australia and its people,
Whose democratic beliefs I share,
Whose rights and liberties I respect
And whose laws I will uphold and obey.

AUSTRALIAN CITIZENSHIP AFFIRMATION (MADE BY AUSTRALIAN CITIZENS)

As an Australian citizen,
I affirm my loyalty to Australia and its people,
Whose democratic beliefs I share,
Whose rights and liberties I respect
And whose laws I uphold and obey.
 
 
Shayne Neumann MP
Federal Member for Blair
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