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LIBERAL PARTY MUST STOP SCARING AUSTRALIA’S VOLUNTEERS

 
27 January, 2012
 
 
“I’m extremely disappointed the Coalition is trying to scare people away from volunteering in our vital community organisations,” Federal Member for Blair Shayne Neumann said today.

Volunteering is a vital part of Australian society and the Federal Government passionately supports volunteers and volunteering organisations.

“Volunteering is at the heart of our communities, our schools, our sporting and social clubs, our welfare, environment and arts groups.  

“Groups such as the local Scouts, Ipswich and District Athletics Club, Lifeline and the State Emergency Service all rely on volunteers and the Federal Labor Government wants to support them and increase volunteering rates.
 
“In fact, volunteering groups in Ipswich and the Somerset Region have received 96 Volunteer Grants worth over $250,000 since 2010.

“Over six million Australians volunteer mostly for sporting and not-for-profit groups.  The number of volunteers has doubled over the last 15 years, something we should all be proud of and encourage,” he said.

Mr Neumann was responding to the Liberal Party’s spokesman for the voluntary sector’s claim that the tradition of volunteering is over.

“This is a cynical political stunt by the Coalition that is nothing less than an insult to the hundreds of thousands of volunteers who get busy for our community every day,” he said.
 
“Surely it is just as important for volunteers to have safe workplaces as it is for employees – no one should go home injured, whether they are employed or a volunteer.

“But the Government is mindful of the fact that we don’t want to place unnecessary administrative burdens on volunteering organisations.” 
 
The Government’s new national Occupational Health and Safety (OHS) laws codify existing common law to ensure volunteers undertake their activities in safety – and will not depart from current practice for volunteer organisations.  

“The fact is nearly all volunteer organisations already have good OHS practices in place and won’t face any additional burdens whatsoever.
 
“The laws do not apply to ‘volunteer associations’ which do not employ anyone to carry out work for the association.  The activities of such volunteer associations and their volunteers are automatically exempted from the new laws,” Mr Neumann said. 
 
Volunteering Australia, the peak body for volunteers and the organisations that employ them, has endorsed the new laws.  

“If you bake cakes for a charity, help out Meals on Wheels, train the local soccer team or clean up in your community after a storm – you are not going to face jail or fines. You should safely and sensibly get on with your efforts and be congratulated for it.

 “Volunteering for organisations in Ipswich and the Somerset Region is terrific.  Voluntarily misleading our community about efforts to ensure people are safe, like the Coalition is doing, is totally unacceptable.” 

For more information about the new OHS laws and volunteer organisations visit www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au. A volunteer assistance line for organisations that work with volunteers and for volunteers themselves has been set up: 02 6240 4990.  Queries can also be directed to the email address volunteers@safeworkaustralia.gov.au

 
Shayne Neumann MP
Federal Member for Blair
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