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A quality New Year for Australian kids in child care

The more than 800,000 Australian children who attend child care, will benefit from our country’s first national and high quality early childhood education and care system from the start of next year.
 
Federal Member for Blair, Shayne Neumann said that the commencement of the National Quality Framework for Child Care would give around 6,000 families in Ipswich and the Somerset Region peace of mind that when they drop their children off at care, they will be safe, have access to quality early education and be well looked after. 

"We know that the first five years of a child's life shapes their future outcomes and what could be a better Christmas present than a first class education, before our children even start school,” Mr Neumann said.
 
“The introduction of the National Quality Framework means that Australia will join the rest of the world in recognising that investing in these early years is absolutely critical.”

The National Quality Framework will improve staff-to-child ratios so that each child receives more individual care and attention and will require staff to have formal qualifications so they are better equipped to lead the activities that help children learn and develop.

Importantly, the introduction of the National Quality Framework will mean that Australian child care services are all working under the same system - removing the duplication and inconsistencies created by the eight separate systems as currently exists today. 

As part of the National Quality Framework the Australian Government will also introduce a new ratings system so that Australian families have access to quality of services on offer, to help make decisions about the best service for their children.
 
These and other changes will be put in place gradually so that the sector has time to adjust, with the first change in staff to child ratios commencing in just a few days, for children in the birth to 24 month age group.
 
“We know that affordable and stable child care is critical to helping families balance work and life responsibilities,” Mr Neumann said.
“These changes, coupled with our Government’s record investment in early childhood education and care will stand Australia in good stead to have a world class system catering for our youngest citizens. 
 
“It is not an overstatement to say that there reforms will truly change children’s lives.”
 
Overall the Australian Government will invest $21.7 billion in early childhood education and care over the next four years. 

This includes more than double the investment in direct payments to families to help them meet the costs of care, than was provided by the previous Howard Government.

It also includes support for an unlimited number of child care places in Long Day Care, Family Day Care and Outside School Hours Care to support the continued growth in the number of available child care places and centres.
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