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Karalee State School’s “Civic Centre”

Karalee State School today opened its $3 million performing arts and resource centre, built as part of the Government’s Building the Education Revolution (BER).

Federal Member for Blair, Shayne Neumann, officially opened the new centre, describing it as Karalee’s own “civic centre”.

“The performing arts and resource centre is one building with two distinct elements – a resource centre (or library) and a performing arts centre,” Mr Neumann said.

“Combined they are an incredible resource for the school and the wider community,” he said.

“The school already had a multi-purpose hall , which was the epicentre of the Karalee community during the floods.

“Combined with this new Performing Arts and Resource Centre, they provide the community with what can only be described as the Karalee Civic Centre,” he said.

Karalee State School is a distinctive school with specialist drama and visual art teachers.

“The performing arts centre features state-of-the-art lighting and sound, retractable seating for 140, a stage, as well as a gallery hanging-space for art works.

“It will enable the school to continue developing its already impressive arts focus.”

“This relatively young school demonstrated its history of performing arts excellence, with stunning performances today by past students, including vocalist Lauren van de Ven, who was in the first Year 1 class in 1985; and pianist and third year conservatorium of music student, Matthew James.

“It was incredible to see collaborative art works from the students hanging in the centre, as well as seeing the students participate in art activities and performances throughout the afternoon,” he said.

The school’s resource centre replaces an old library, which has been converted to a classroom to accommodate a fourth Prep class.

“The resource centre is just as impressive, with a “green screen”, which the children use for filming themselves in “virtual” scenarios, so they can appear to be flying or located in other places,” Mr Neumann said.

“While the resource centre is a large open space, it is designed to be versatile and can be broken up into various spaces.

Karalee State School received $3,200,000 under the National School Pride (NSP) program and Primary Schools for the 21st Century (P21) element of the BER. 

The BER is a key element of the Australian Government’s $42 billion Nation Building – Economic Stimulus Plan to support jobs, stimulate local economies and invest in important infrastructure for the long term.

“It has been fantastic to see the principal, school staff, parents and tradespeople working together to deliver these important projects. 

“I want to acknowledge the incredible work of the school Principal, Bill Freeman, and his Deputy, Cheryl Charlton, who has overseen the project and is largely responsible for driving the school’s focus on the arts.

“This project has been handled in great partnership with the project manager, John Holland, the architect, McVeigh Consultants, and the builder, Daniel Lang and Associates.

“This school demonstrates what can be achieved through strong partnerships and collaboration,” Mr Neumann said,

[bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2][bookmark: OLE_LINK8]The $1.28 billion National School Pride (NSP) program is providing funding to more than 9400 eligible schools in every state and territory for minor infrastructure and refurbishment.

The $14.1 billion Primary Schools for the 21st Century (P21) element is providing funding to over 7900 eligible primary schools in every state and territory for major new infrastructure.

Mr Neumann said the new facilities are not only a benefit to the school, they are supporting stronger social networks and community cohesion.

‘It is tremendous to be here today to celebrate the opening of these facilities and to witness firsthand the impact this has had on Karalee State School and the local community, which I know already utilises the performing arts centre.

‘I am also delighted that this particular project has supported the employment of many workers from the building industry. This is what we strived to achieve – this is the essence of the Economic Stimulus Plan,’ Mr Neumann said.

Further information about this project and all schools funded under the BER is available at www.buildingtheeducationrevolution.gov.au or at: www.economicstimulusplan.gov.au.


