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Shayne Neumann MP opens library at Ipswich Grammar School

Shayne Neumann MP today attended the official opening of the library at Ipswich Grammar School in Queensland built as part of the Australian Government’s Building the Education Revolution (BER).

The Junior School Library, is named in honour of former student and teacher, Mr Earle Williams.

The Federal Government provided $2.5 million for the $4.18 million Earle Williams Literacy Centre.

“Ipswich Grammar School is renowned for producing generations of distinguished citizens, leaders and innovators; Mr Williams was one of those,” Mr Neumann said.

“As a former student he was a renowned cricketer and in 1941 was Head Prefect. He then went on to teach and coach and mentor students at the school for 32 years.

“IGS was the first secondary school in Queensland, yet facilities such as this state-of-art library keep the school at the forefront of education.

“I’m proud that the Federal Government is providing facilities such as this that will serve the community for our children today, and for generations to come,” he said.

Ipswich Grammar School received an additional $200,000 for classroom refurbishments.

“We are seeing the final BER projects officially opened now.

“All through Ipswich and the Somerset Region you cannot help notice all of the new halls, performing arts centres, libraries, sporting auditoriums and classrooms that have been developed.

“Not a week goes by that a Principal, teacher, student, parent or even member of the community thanks me for this investment in our schools.

“It’s meant small, rural schools can develop new facilities, and provided funds so that schools such as IGS can develop these exciting new resources.

The BER is a key element of the Australian Government’s $42 billion Nation Building – Economic Stimulus Plan to support jobs, stimulate local economies and invest in important infrastructure for the long term.
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Mr Neumann said the new facilities are not only a benefit to the school, they are supporting stronger social networks and community cohesion.

‘It is tremendous to be here today to celebrate the opening of these facilities and to witness first hand, the impact this has had on Ipswich Grammar School and the local community. 

‘I am also delighted that this particular project has supported the employment of many workers from the building industry. This is what we strived to achieve – this is the essence of the Economic Stimulus Plan,’ Mr Neumann said.

