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New Facilities for 150 Year Old School

One of Ipswich’s oldest school’s boasts some of the newest facilities, thanks to a $3.2million injection under the Federal Government’s Building the Education Revolution program.

Federal Member for Blair, Shayne Neumann today officially opened the school’s multipurpose hall and amphitheatre and was impressed with the design and functionality of the new facility.

“The new multipurpose hall comprises a mezzanine level with a gym, board room, kitchenette and grandstand seating that overlooks the stage area and marked floors that allow students to engage in a range of indoor sports, such as basketball, volleyball and badminton,” Mr Neumann said.

“The hall, with its the state of the art commercial kitchen, has already come in handy for the P&C which was able to hold a Triva Night in the facility – the first time they could conduct such an event on the school grounds.

 “As one of Ipswich’s oldest and most prestigious schools, this facility enables us to build on a rich educational heritage and ensure the school’s viability into the future.

“Up until now the entire school could not meet under-one-roof. That meant about 620 students were meeting outdoors for assemblies or going outside the school grounds for major events.

“Since building this new multipurpose hall the whole school can meet as one, can play sport and do PE, regardless of the weather.

“It is fitting that the school will celebrate its 150th year in a brand new facility later this year; and I am looking forward to celebrating with them,” he said.

 Ipswich Central State School received $3,200,000 under the National School Pride (NSP) program and Primary Schools for the 21st Century (P21) element of the BER. 

The Building the Education Revolution is a key element of the Australian Government’s $42 billion Nation Building – Economic Stimulus Plan to support jobs, stimulate local economies and invest in important infrastructure for the long term.

Mr Neumann congratulated Ipswich Central State School on their new facilities and spoke of the benefit to both the school and local community. 

“I’ve seen firsthand how these facilities are a great bonus for the students and staff at Ipswich Central State School.

“I want to congratulate the Principal, Damian Johnson, and the whole school community, for the way they have worked together with their building contractors to create facilities that will benefit their school into the future,” Mr Neumann said.

[bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2][bookmark: OLE_LINK8]The $1.28 billion National School Pride (NSP) program is providing funding to more than 9400 eligible schools in every state and territory for minor infrastructure and refurbishment.

The $14.1 billion Primary Schools for the 21st Century (P21) element is providing funding to over 7900 eligible primary schools in every state and territory for major new infrastructure.

Mr Neumann said the new facilities are not only a benefit to the school, they are supporting stronger social networks and community cohesion.

“The school has plans to make it available for the entire community.

“It is tremendous to be here today to celebrate the opening of these facilities and to witness first hand, the impact this has had on Ipswich Central State School and the local community. 

“I am also delighted that this particular project has supported the employment of many workers from the building industry. This is what we strived to achieve – this is the essence of the Economic Stimulus Plan,” Mr Neumann said.

Further information about this project and all schools funded under the BER is available at www.buildingtheeducationrevolution.gov.au or at: www.economicstimulusplan.gov.au.


